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I N T R O D U C T I O N

• Ms. Karaki... School Counselor for Creative Writing, Dance, Technical Theater, Visual Arts

– rikako.karaki@osceolaschools.net

• Ms. Ostwald... School Counselor for Band, Drama, Orchestra, Vocal

– jenna.ostwald@osceolaschools.net

• Ms. Gill... College and Career Counselor

– karen.gill@osceolaschools.net

• Ms. Frederick... School Social Worker

– kimberly.frederick@osceolaschools.net

• Ms. Glasscock... School Psychologist

– threasa.glasscock@osceolaschools.net
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G O A L S  O F  T H E  O C S A  S C H O O L  

C O U N S E L I N G  D E P A R T M E N T

• Student wellness is a priority above all else

– Balance between academics, arts, extracurricular, mental and physical health

• Prepare students for life after high school

– Empower students to take ownership of their academics, postsecondary plans, mental and 

emotional well-being

• Advising based on the whole person

– Honor each student's journey, which informs academic and career decision-making



R E S O U R C E - O C S A  S C H O O L  C O U N S E L I N G  

P A G E

O S C E O L A S C H O O L S . N E T / O C S A



G R A D U A T I O N  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S

S T A N D A R D  D I P L O M A  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S

D I P L O M A  D E S I G N A T I O N S



G R A D U A T I O N  R E Q U I R E M E N T S - T H E  

B A S I C S

• Earn 24 high school credits

– Pass 1 full year class = 1 high school credit

– Pass 1 semester class = 0.5 high school credit

• Have a 2.0 GPA or higher

- Equates to a "C" average

- GPAs are recalculated at the end of every semester

• Pass the required exams

– 10th grade FAST ELA PM3 (May)

– Algebra 1 EOC



H I G H  S C H O O L  G R A D U A T I O N  

R E Q U I R E M E N T :  2 4  C R E D I T S

• English... 4 credits

• Math... 4 credits

– 1 credit of Algebra 1

– 1 credit of Geometry

– 2 "equally rigorous" math

• Science... 3 credits

– 1 credit of Biology

– 2 "equally rigorous" science

• Social Studies... 3 credits

– 1 credit of World History

– 1 credit of US History

– 0.5 credit of Government

– 0.5 credit of Economics



H I G H  S C H O O L  G R A D U A T I O N  

R E Q U I R E M E N T :  2 4  C R E D I T S

• Physical Education... 1 credit

• Performing Arts... 1 credit

• Electives... 8 credit (7.5 for class 

of 2027 and beyond)

• For class of 2027 and beyond 

only: 0.5 credit of Personal 

Financial Literacy

Students are also encouraged to...

• Complete at least 2 credits of the 

same world language

• Complete community service 

hours



H I G H  S C H O O L  G R A D U A T I O N  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S - A S S E S S M E N T S

• Algebra 1 EOC

• 10th grade FAST ELA PM3

• Geometry EOC

• Biology EOC

• US History EOC

• Florida Civic Literacy Exam (FCLE)

Must pass both exams 
for high school diploma

Will count for 30% of your 
final grade of the course

Required to take after completing 
US Government, does not count for 
final grade of the course



D I P L O M A  D E S I G N A T I O N S

Scholar Designation

• Pass all EOCs (Geometry, Biology, US History)

• Pass Algebra 2

• Pass Chemistry/ Physics

• Earn 1 credit of Equally rigorous science

• Earn 1 credit of statistics or equally rigorous 

math

• Earn 2 credits in same world language

• Earn 1 credit in AP/DE course

Merit Designation

• Earn an industry certificate

• At OCSA, students can take the Adobe 

certification exam to earn the merit 

designation



D E S I G N A T I O N - S E A L  O F  B I L I T E R A C Y

• Gold seal of biliteracy

– Complete 4 credits in the same world language with a B average

– Earn a 4 or higher on the 10th grade ELA FAST PM3

OR

– Pass the AP Spanish Exam with a 4 or higher

• Silver seal of biliteracy

– Complete 4 credits in the same world language with a B average

OR

– Pass the AP Spanish exam with a 3



A P  C A P S T O N E  C E R T I F I C A T E / D I P L O M A

Awarded by College Board

• AP Capstone Certificate

– Pass the AP Capstone Seminar and AP Capstone Research exams with a "3" or higher

• AP Capstone Diploma

– Pass the AP Capstone Seminar and AP Capstone Research exams with a "3" or higher AND

– Pass 4 additional AP exams with a "3" or higher



H O W  S C H O O L  C O U N S E L O R S  C A N  

S U P P O R T  Y O U

• Your school counselor will meet with you to discuss the next classes you need

• Discussion will be based on your interests, goals, strengths while pacing you to stay on 

track for graduation

• Centered around working smarter, not harder

• Students can schedule additional appointments with us



H O W  P A R E N T S  C A N  S U P P O R T

• Understand your child's high school graduation requirements

• Check your child's grades and progress on Focus

• Consult with your child's school counselor



A C C E L E R A T I O N

A D V A N C E D  P L A C E M E N T

D U A L  E N R O L L M E N T



A D V A N C E D  P L A C E M E N T  C O U R S E S  

( A P )

• AP curriculum, college-level courses

• Students who pass the AP exam will earn college credits

• An opportunity to earn the AP Capstone Certificate or Diploma

• Some 9th graders begin taking an AP class, especially if they were 

academically accelerated in middle school



D U A L  E N R O L L M E N T

• Students can earn college credits while earning high school credits

• Most students DE at Valencia College

• An opportunity to explore courses not offered at OCSA

• Great way to earn free college credits

• Must have an unweighted GPA of 3.0 upon time of application

• Need passing scores on the PERT (Reading, Writing, Math)



A P  V S  D E

AP

• Placement based on test history, 

teacher/counselor recommendation

• AP options are limited at OCSA

• Earn college credits upon passing the AP 

exam; if students do not pass the AP 

exam, they can still earn HS credit

• Nationally recognized

DE

• Students must apply for DE and must 

have qualifying GPA and PERT scores

• Can take elective classes not offered at 

OCSA

• Earn college and high school credit upon 

passing the course; will affect GPA

• Regionally recognized; credits may not be 

accepted outside of Florida



A M  I  R E A D Y  F O R  A C C E L E R A T E D  

C O U R S E S ?

• Great for students who have "maxed out" in their honors level courses

• Independent, responsible, good time management

• Ready to persist through a challenging course



H O W  S C H O O L  C O U N S E L O R S  C A N  

S U P P O R T  Y O U

• Discuss if you are ready for accelerated courses

• Identify strengths and interests to recommend most appropriate 

accelerated courses

• Available for check-ins throughout the year to discuss progress on 

accelerated courses

• We can help keep you balanced!



G R A D U A T I N G  W I T H  Y O U R  A A  

T H R O U G H  D E

• Students who Dual Enroll may graduate from high school with their 

Associates in Arts degree

• AA degree = 60 credit hours of college coursework

• Factors to consider when pursuing your AA

– Declaring a college major immediately after high school graduation

– Condensing a 4-year experience into 2 years

– Being a well-rounded student while you are in high school



A  N O T E  O N  E A R L Y  G R A D U A T I O N

• Early graduation is when students graduate at least a semester early

• Factors considered into early graduation

– Your goals and reasons behind your intent to graduate early

– Emotional maturity, ready to be an adult

– The opportunities, resources, and experiences you may be missing out 

on by graduating early



C O L L E G E  A N D  

C A R E E R
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X E L L O



X E L L O



Q U E S T I O N S ?
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